LIBRARY-LEARNING  RESOURCE  CENTER 


August  22,  1975 

Miss  Sylvia  Hathaway  Knowles 

Wesley  Palms 

San  Diego,  CA   92100 

My  Dear  Miss  Knowles: 

I  have  found  your  name  and  address  in  the  publication.  Descendants  of 
Richard  KnoK'les,  compiled  by  Virginia  Knoijles  Hufbauer. 

I  am  the  Director  of  the  Library  at  the  Cape  Cod  Community  College  In 
West  Barnstable,  Massachusetts.  One  of  my  most  pleasant  tasks  is  to 
acquire  material  for  the  Rare  Book  and  Historical  Collection  of  the 
College  Library. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  you  might  be  interested  in  one  of  our  recent 
purchases.  It  is  the  Journal  of  Thomas  Henry  Knowles  whom  I  judge  was 
your  father.  The  Journal  Is  handwritten  and  starts  October  11,  1859 
when  he  was  a  student  at  Harvard  College  and  tells  about  his  voyage  on 
the  whaling  ship,  Minerva,  and  his  travels  in  England  and  France  and 
his  return  to  and  graduation  from  Harvard  in  1861. 

I  acquired  the  Journal  only  yesterday  and  have  read  it  all.  The  hand- 
writing is  )fery   clear  and  his  manner  of  describing  his  experiences 
very  interesting.  The  Journal  will  be  used  by  scholars  Interested  in 
this  historic  period  1859-1861 »  and  they  will  find  your  father's 
observations  yery   helpful.  The  biographical  material  In  the  Knowl es 
genealogy  will  be  included  with  the  diary,  so  that  scholars  vnll  know 
more  about  the  young  man  v/ho  wrote  such  an  interesting  diary. 

Perhaps  you  could  tell  me  if  there  are  any  pictures  of  your  father 

(at  22  years)  In  existence.  I  would  like  to  secure  one  to  include  with 

the  Journal . 

You  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  we  consider  this  Journal  one  of  the 
finest  items  in  our  collection. 

.Sincerely  yours. 


0.  Herbert  McKenney 

Director  of  Library-Learning  Resource  Center 

OHM/msr 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2011  with  funding  from 

Cape  Cod  Community  College  Educational  Foundation 


http://www.archive.org/details/collectionofpape01know 


LIBRARY-LEARNING  RESOURCE  CENTER 


September  9,  1975 

Miss  Sylvia  H.  Knowles 
Wesley  Palms 
2404  Loring  Street 
San  Diego,  CA   92109 

i*jy  Dear  Miss  Knowles: 

Thank  you  yery  much  for  your  very  land   letter. 

I  like  your  suggestion  about  the  group  picture.  It  would  be  verv 
appropriate  to  have  the  picture  which  includes  the  family  and  the  style 
of  dress  would  make  It  even  more  meaningful. 

When  you  have  time  to  send  the  picture  would  you  please  include  all 
names  and  the  time  and  place  it  was  taken. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  you  might  like  to  see  some  of  your  father's 
journal  entries.  His  observations  are  very  brief  but  give  the  reader 
not  only  a  view  of  college  studies  but  also  a  glimpse  of  the  conditions 
in  this  Country  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  His  entries  while  on  the  whaler 
are  expecially  noteworthy  because  he  is  an  intelligent  observer  and 
comments  on  events  which  neither  the  Captain  or  crew  would  mention. 

From  May  15,  1860  when  he  sailed  until   August  29th  when  he  arrived  home, 
he  had  some  fascinating  experiences  on  the  whaler,  transfer  in  mid-ocean 
to  the  ship  "Rocklight",  visits  to  Liverpool,  London  and  Paris.  He 
certainly  covered  a  lot  of  territory  and  visited  a  lot  of  places  in  such 
a  short  time.  He  even  purchased  a  dress  for  his  mother  In  Paris.  It 
is  interesting  to  read  when  he  decided  to  travel  by  steerage  on  the  "City 
of  Baltimore"  from  Liverpool  to  Boston  "providing  my  own  beddinq  and 
eating  utensils." 

The  entries  run  through  June  26.  1861,  and  there  is  inserted  in  the 

Journal  a  copy  of  the  Harvard  College  Commencement  Exercises  on  July  17, 

1861.  You  can  see  why  we  consider  it  one  of  our  most  important  "orlcinal 
source  materials." 


Miss  Sylvia  H.  Knowles         -2-  September  9,  1975 


Thank  you  again  for  your  kind  offer  to  give  us  the  picture.  It  will  be 
a  fine  addition  to  the  Journal. 


Sincerely  yours. 


0.  Herbert  McKenney 

Director  of  Library-Learning  Resource  Center 

OHM/msr 
Enclosures 


Miss  Sylvia  H.  Knowles 

Wesley  Palms 

2404  Loring  St, 

Son  Diego,  California  92109 


September  4,  1975 
Mr.   0.  Herbert  McKenny,  Director 
library  Learning  Resource  Center, 
Cape  Cod  Community  Collegd, 
West  Barnstable,  Mass.  02668 

D§ar  Mr.  McKenny ;- 

I  found  your  letter  very  interesting.  It  so 
happens  that  I  never  saw  the  journal  which  my  father,  Thomas  H. 
Knowles,  kept  at  that  particular  period.  I  was  familiar  wdth  one 
he  kept  earlier,  at  about  twelve  years  of  age. 

I  presume  this  journal  you  have  was  in  the  possession  of  my 
brother  v/hose  effects  have  recently  been  dispersed,  owing  to  the 
death  of  his  widow. 

The  only  picture  I  have  of  my  father  at  age  22  is  in  a  family 
group;  a  versnl  copy  of  a  daguerreotype  of  the  Thomas  Knowles  family, 
parents  and  five  children,  dated:  November  28,  1857.  My  father  is 
in  the  front  row  and  I  believe  a  photographer  could  reproduce  the 
one  figure  quite  satisfactorily  if  you  so  desire.  I  would  be  glad 
to  have  it  done  and  send  you  a  print  if  that  vrotild  meet  your  neefll. 

On  the  other  hand,  may  I  make  a  suggection?  Would  you  prefer 
to  have  ajcopy  of  the  group,  T,  H.  K. ,  his  parents  and  siblings? 
It  was  always  considered  a  good  likeness  of  all  and  is,  of  course, 
entirely  typical  of  the  period,  dress,  style  etc.  About  5  by  8  inches. 

If  you  will  let  me  know  which  of  these  suggestions  meets  your 
wishes,  I  will  take  steps  to  send  what  you  desire.  No  cost  to  ypur 
Library,  of  course.  I  am  very  glad  you  want  to  follow  through. 


Sincere 


Miss  Sylvia  H.  Knowles, 


LIBRARY-LEARNING  RESOURCE  CENTER 


October  29,  1975 

Miss  Sylvia  H.  Knowles 

2404  Loring  Street  (Wesley  Palms) 

San  Diego,  California   92109 

Dear  Miss  Knov/les: 

What  a  beautiful  family  picture!  You  have  eyery  right  to  be  very  proud 
of  this  picture  of  your  father,  grandparents,  uncles  and  aunts. 

Picture  taking  was  almost  an  awesome  thing  in  1857  and  I  often  ivonder 
what  the  subjects  were  thinking.  Your  young  uncle  Charles  found  it 
helped  to  hold  his  mother's  hand.  Your  father  appears  to  have  been   in 
the  act  of  moving  his  hand--was  he  adjusting  his  watch  chain  or  his 
fancy  waistcoat?  The  picture  is  a  wonderful  addition  to  our  collection 
and  I  am  sure  students  as  they  read  your  father's  diary  will  enjoy  look- 
ing at  the  family  portrait. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  kindness  in  having  It  copied  and  sending 
It  to  us,  k'e  are  very  proud  to  have  It  as  part  of  our  Historical 
Collection  and  we  are  indebted  to  you  and  the  Knowles  Genealogy. 

Please  tell  your  nephew  that  I  purchased  the  Diary  at  a  Richard  Bourne 
Auction  held  here  in  Hyannis  in  August.  My  first  notice  of  it  came 
because  it  was  advertised  as  the  ship's  log  of  a  voyage  of  the  whale 
ship  "Minerva"  with  Captain  Edward  Pennlman  of  Eastham  here  on  Cape  Cod. 
I  purchased  it  because  it  has  significance  beyond  the  diary  notes  on 
the  "Minerva." 

If  your  nephew  lives  in  this  area,  I  would  be  very  glad  to  have  him 
visit  the  College  and  read  his  grandfather's  diary. 

Thank  you  again  for  sending  the  portrait  and  your  letter. 

Sincerely  yours. 


0.  Herbert  McKenney 

Director  of  Library-Learning  Resource  Center 

OHyM/msr 


Miss  Sylvia  H.  Knowles 
2404  Loring  Street  (Wesley  Palms; 
San  Diego,  California  92109 
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